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A Reconciling  
in Christ  
Congregation



PRELUDE  

WELCOME 

GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN 
O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL  

verses 1 and 3  

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

And also with you. 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH

† PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we 
may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last 
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



WORD                                                              
FIRST READING 

A reading from Isaiah—	 	                    Isaiah 9:2-7  
	 	 	     

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE         Pastor Kern



HYMN OF THE DAY  

AWAY IN A MANGER



† PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all who are in need.


Reply following each petition: Your mercy is great.  

Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your steadfast mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.


Amen.  

While we are not passing a basket to collect offerings 
these days, St. John’s continues to receive with 

thanksgiving your generous support. Together, we give 
thanks for the offerings we continue to receive.  

PEACE 
The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 



OFFERING

"How Great Our Joy” 

based on JUNGST  
arranged by Craig Courtney 

While by the sheep we watched at night, 
Glad tidings brought an angel bright. 

Refrain: 
How great our joy! How great our joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 

There shall be born, so He did say, 
In Bethlehem a Child today. 

There shall the Child lie in a stall, 
This Child who shall redeem us all. 

This gift of God we’ll cherish well, 
That ever joy our hearts shall fill. 

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 



† THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 


Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen.  



SENDING                                                                          

BLESSING 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 

CANDLE LIGHTING  

SENDING HYMN  SILENT NIGHT 

       



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

Note: 
If you are joining us on Zoom, the call will remain open 

for 10-15 minutes to greet one another unless something 
else is scheduled. 


	Gathering

