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PRELUDE F  

PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

Many ages from the time when God created the heavens 
and the earth and then formed man and woman in his own 
image;


long after the great flood, when God made the rainbow 
shine forth as a sign of the covenant;


twenty-one centuries from the time the promise was given 
to Abraham and Sarah;


thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel out 
of Egypt and Miriam danced in freedom;


eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the 
judges;


one thousand years from the anointing of David as king,

in fulfillment of the times and years and months and days 
discerned by the prophets;


in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;


the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the 
foundation of the city of Rome;


the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus;


while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace,

Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father,

desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming,

being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months of 
growth in the womb of his mother—


now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God made flesh.

 

GATHERING



GATHERING HYMN 

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL  

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

And also with you. 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH

† PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we 
may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last 
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



WORD                                                              
FIRST READING 

A reading from Isaiah—	 	                    Isaiah 9:2-7  
	 	 	     

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 96 

SECOND READING 

A reading from Titus-   Titus 2:11-14  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL READING 

The holy gospel according to Luke— 


Glory to you, O Lord.  

  Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ  

SERMON                                                  Pastor Kern 



HYMN OF THE DAY  

OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN



APOSTLES’ CREED 

For those on zoom, please unmute your microphone as 
we recite the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  

Amen 



† PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all who are in need.


Reply following each petition: Your mercy is great.  

Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your steadfast mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.


Amen.  

While we are not passing a basket to collect offerings 
these days, St. John’s continues to receive with 

thanksgiving your generous support. Together, we give 
thanks for the offerings we continue to receive. 

PEACE 
The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 



MEAL                                               
OFFERTORY

"How Great Our Joy” 

based on JUNGST  
arranged by Craig Courtney 

While by the sheep we watched at night, 
Glad tidings brought an angel bright. 

Refrain: 
How great our joy! How great our joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 

There shall be born, so He did say, 
In Bethlehem a Child today. 

There shall the Child lie in a stall, 
This Child who shall redeem us all. 

This gift of God we’ll cherish well, 
That ever joy our hearts shall fill. 

Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high! 





† OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who 
came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As 
you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing 
for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and 
heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.


Amen.


GREAT THANKSGIVING  

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.


In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.


And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:




THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.


In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.


Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.


Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:




With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth 
in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 


Come, Lord Jesus.  

Holy God, 
we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 


Come, Holy Spirit.  

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 
one God, 
now and forever. 



† THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 


Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.




DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

This is the body and blood of Christ given 

and shed for you. 


PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, 
and in this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your 
Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, 
revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.


Amen  

HYMN AFTER COMMUNION      LOVE HAS COME  



SENDING                                                                          

BLESSING 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 

CANDLE LIGHTING  

SENDING HYMN  SILENT NIGHT 

       



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

Note: 
If you are joining us on Zoom, the call will remain open 

for 10-15 minutes to greet one another unless something 
else is scheduled. 
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