AN
ST, JOHN'S

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
4629 Aspen Hill Road, Rockville, Maryland 20853

First Sunday of Advent, Year C
December 1, 2024

AR Evangelical Lutheran

0{%\, 5}7 Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

@ A Reconciling in
Christ Congregation


souvo
Inserted Text
5


GATHERING

Prelude
Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

alive in the world,
reviving creation,
arriving soon
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned.
We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.
God of might, we confess that we have sinned.
We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,
we confess that we have sinned.

We plead: come to us.

Bring your mercy to birth in us.

Amen.

A righteous branch springs forth:
it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,
in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,
receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through Christ Jesus, whose day draws near.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn | ELW 273

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem hath
2 1 - sai - ah had fore - told it,  the rose [ have in
3 This flow'r, whose fra - grance ten - der with  sweet-ness fills the
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s lin - eage com - Ing as
mind;  with Mar - y we  be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious  splen - dor the
woe; o Sav - ior, king of glo - 1y who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow'r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark-ness  ev - ‘ry - where. True man, yet ver -y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when  half-spent was  the night.
bore to us a Sav - jor, when  half-spent was  the night
sin and death he saves wus and light-ens ev - 'ty load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

- —~

g 5 - ¢ i £ 8
Z I *— | .
' | ' F |

Text: German caral, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth,
1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 18761948, st. 4

Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Kiln, 159%; arr. Michael Practorius, 1371-1621




Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie o .
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| In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let us
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pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have mer - cy.
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pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.



t Prayer of the Day

Let us pray -

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to
the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

First Reading

Jeremiah 33:14-16
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em - brac-ing all things
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Is - ra - el, thatmourns in lone - ly  ex - ile here
far and nigh:  in strengthand beau -ty  come and stay;
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un - til the Son of God ap - pear. Re-joice! Re-joice!
teach us vyour will and guide our way.
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.



Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - a,
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al - le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1a.
Repeat alleluia
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

Gospel Reading
Luke 21:25-36 The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, o Christ

Sermon Pastor Kern



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 436

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and all  her
3 Glo -1 - a! Let heav'n a - dore you! Let saints and
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on the heights are cry - ing; a-wake, Je -ru - sa-lem, at last.
heart with joy is spring-ing. She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
an - gels sing be-fore you, with harp and cym-bal’s clear-est tone.
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Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - €s, and at the
Her dear friend comes down, all glo - rious, the strong in
Gates of  pearl, twelve por - tals gleam -  ing, lead us to
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thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is past.
grace, in truth vic - to - rious: her star is ris’n; her light is come.
bliss be-yond all dream - ing, with an - gel choirs a - round your throne.
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The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O Bless - ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
No eye has caught the light, no ear the thun-d’ring might
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Al - le - lu - ia! Rise and pre - pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - na!l Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,
of such glo - rv. There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
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go, meet the bride - groom, who draws  near.
and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.
There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.”

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



T Prayers of Intercession

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray
for all people and places that long for God’s presence.

Lord, in your mercy
Receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers
and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Ways to Give

Text "give" to (833) 340-0119

Online at: https://bit.ly/StJohnsDonate
Mail:

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

4629 Aspen Hill Road Rockville, MD 20853



MEAL

Offertory

ELW 487

What Feast of Love
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What feastof love 1s
What light of truth is
What wineof love 1s
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of - fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
of - fered here. what cov - e - nant
of - fered here. what crim-son drink from heav - en?

from heav - en?
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What food of
What hope of
What stream of
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ev - er - last-ing life,
ev - er - last-ing life,
ev - er - last-ing life,

— A ! i —— I 1
what gra-cious gift i1s giv - en?
what won-drous word is giv - en?
what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this is  Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is  Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.
This, this is  Christ the Kking. the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How
Oh, see and hear and sing! The
Oh, taste and see and sing! The

Text: Delores Dufner, oss. b. 1939

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cemt
Text @ 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All nghts reserved.

sweet the man - na giv - en!
Word of God is giv - en!
Son of God is giv - en!

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



1 Offering Prayer

Let us Pray—

God of abundance,

we bring before you

the precious fruits of your creation,

and with them our very lives.

Teach us patience and hope

as we care for all those in need

until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Dialogue

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW P.130)
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho -ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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Eucharistic Prayer Advent through Epiphany

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.



With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the qift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.



T The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive thosewho sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.



Invitation to Communion

God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table.

LAMB OF GOD (P.135)
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Lamb of God, you
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take a-way the sin

of the world; have mer - cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer - cy on  us. Lamb of God, you
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Communion Musical Offering
The Choir



T Prayer after Communion

Let us pray—

Generous God,

we thank you for the gift of life,

for the bread of salvation.

We thank you for coming among us,

for leading us into peace.

We thank you for showering us with mercy,
for sending us into the world.

Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us

as we feed the hungry in your name.
Amen.

SENDING

Blessing

God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey,

+ bless and keep you, now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Song | ELW 438

People, Look East
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time IS near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, onec more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to  earth. Set ev-'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flowr may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, 1s on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

Music: BESANCON, French carol
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Dismissal

Go in peacePrepare the way for Emmanuel.

Thanks be to God.
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