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 GATHERING 
Prelude 
 Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

alive in the world,
reviving creation,

arriving soon
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned.
We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.                              

We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.
God of might, we confess that we have sinned.

We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,   
we confess that we have sinned.

We plead: come to us.
Bring your mercy to birth in us.

Amen.

A righteous branch springs forth:
it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,

receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through   Christ Jesus, whose day draws near.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn | ELW 723



Kyrie

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.



      WORD 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.

First Reading 
Micah 5:2-5a

Amen.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, 
that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Psalm Luke 1: 46-55

Second Reading 
Hebrews 10:5-10

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.

      The Magificat 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, o Christ. 

Sermon  Pastor Kern 

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading
Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 258



APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.



† Prayers of Intercession

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray 
for all people and places that long for God’s presence.

 God of grace 
Hear our prayer.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Ways to Give

Text "give" to (833) 340-0119 
Online at: https://bit.ly/StJohnsDonate 
Mail: 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

4629 Aspen Hill Road Rockville, MD 20853 

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers 
and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



MEAL 
Offertory ELW 487 



† Offering Prayer 

Let us Pray— 

God of abundance, we bring before you
the precious fruits of your creation,
and with them our very lives.
Teach us patience and hope as we care
for all those in need until the coming of your Son, 
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer Advent through Epiphany

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver 
of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.



With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and 
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.  
                                                   
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.                                     
Amen.



Invitation to Communion 

God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table. 

Communion Musical Offering 
The Choir 
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† Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray—

Generous God,
we thank you for the gift of life,

for the bread of salvation.
We thank you for coming among us, 

for leading us into peace.
We thank you for showering us with 

mercy,
for sending us into the world. Come, 

Lord Jesus, and go with us as we 
feed the hungry in your name.

Amen.

SENDING 

Blessing 
God of endings and beginnings, 

God in the darkness and the light, 
God, our hope for the journey,☩  bless and keep you, now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Song | ELW 239  

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.

Thanks be to God.
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