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GATHERING

Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,} one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God-with-us,
we confess that we have turned away
those seeking shelter,
claiming there is no room
when we have plenty.
We have made power and wealth our idols,
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.

We have overlooked the shepherds,
expecting good news in prettier packaging.
Too often, we have valued violence instead of your peace.
Turn us from our ways to your ways.
Grant us the grace to begin again.
Free us from all that keeps us bound,
and forgive our sin, through Jesus Christ,
who gives himself for us.
Amen.

Hear the good news and rejoice!
You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,

-}« forgiven in Christ, and freed to respond in joy.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn ELW 270
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king;

2 Christ, by high - est heav'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last -ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun  of righ-teous-ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - mers rec - on - ciled.”

late  in time  be-hold him come,  off-spring of a vir-gin's womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail. in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an-gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born  in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our FEm-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the mew-born king!”
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN., Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847: arr. William H. Cummings, 18311915



Greeting The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Glory to God And also with you.
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Glo-ry to God in the high -est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - susChrist,on-ly Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God, Lamb of
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God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; you are
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scat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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Glo-ry to God in the high -est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly
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Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.



t Prayer of the Day

Let us pray -

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our
minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think
and act according to your good will and may live continually in the
light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
WORD
First Reading The word of the Lord.
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 Thanks be to God.
Psalm 148
Mark Mummert
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The splen-dor of the LorD is o-ver earthand heav-en,

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalm Settings for the Church Year: Revised Common Lectionary
© 2008 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

Second Reading The word of the Lord.
Colossians 3:12-17 Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

Gospel: Luke 2:41-52 The holy gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, o Christ.

Sermon Pastor Kern



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 279

O Little Town of Bethlehem
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0 Iit - tle town of Beth-le - hem, how still we  see thee lie!
For Christ 1 born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ecred all a - bove
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How si-lent-ly, how  si-lent-ly the won -drous gift is giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le - hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-dring love.

So  God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born In us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O  momn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,

No  ear may hear his com - ing; but, in  this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;

ﬁ%’ﬁtﬁ“‘;w:;

| |
0—— ——— I 7 e r——1
G e
iV ! J . 4 -
JHe ¢ e ie * = nde o - e 4
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to-night
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!

where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!
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Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.



T Prayers of Intercession

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our
prayers for the church, the earth, and all people.

God of grace
Receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace
made known to all, through the Word made flesh,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Peace : :
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Ways to Give

Text "give" to (833) 340-0119

Online at: https://bit.ly/StJohnsDonate
Mail:

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

4629 Aspen Hill Road Rockville, MD 20853



MEAL

Offertory ELW 300
The First Noel
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same star three . .
4 This star drew near to the north - west, o'er
5 Then en - tered in those wise . . men three, full
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cer-tain poor shep-herds in fields as they lay; in fields  where
in ... the east be - yond . . them far; and to the
wise. . men came .. from coun - try far; to seck for a
Beth - le - hem it  took its  rest; and there it
rev. - ‘rent-ly ... up-on ... their knee, and of fered
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they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter's
earth it gave . . . great light, and . . so it con -
king was their . . in - tent, and to fol - low the
did both stop . .. and stay right .. o - ver the
there n his . pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
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night that was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star  wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and  frank - in - cense.
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el, No - el Born is the King of Is - ra - el

Text: English traditional

Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional



1 Offering Prayer

Let us Pray—

Good and loving God,

we rejoice in the birth of Jesus,

who came among the poor

to bring the riches of your grace.

As you have blessed us with your gifts,

let them be blessing for others.

With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven,
we shout for joy at the coming of your Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Dialogue

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh

you have opened the eyes of faith

to a new and radiant vision of your glory,

that, beholding the God made visible,

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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= — ] e
7 ’ —— = :
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Eucharistic Prayer Advent through Epiphany

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.



Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.

T The Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from cvil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yot s, |

now and forever.
Amen.



LAMB OF GOD

Invitation to Communion

A child has been born for us, a Son given to us.
Come, receive the qift of Jesus.
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Lamb of God, you
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take a-way the sin
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of the world; have mer - cy on
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Communion Musical Offering



T Prayer after Communion

Let us pray—

Merciful God,
we thank you for Jesus,
who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness,
send us forth to announce your peace,
comfort the afflicted, and share the good
news of great joy.

Amen.

SENDING

Blessing

The God of love,
Father,- -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
lavish you with grace,
illumine your path,
and increase your joy,
today and always.

Amen.



Sending Song | ELW 290

Go Tell It on the Mountain

n Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ty - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  s1 - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a  ho - ly light

rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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Text: African American sPiritua]. refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas. ali.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

Dismissal

Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.
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