
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, February 23, 2025                                                                                            
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

 
A Reconciling in 
Christ Congregation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
462 9 Aspen Hill Road, Rockville, Maryland 20853 



 GATHERING  
Prelude 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our creator, 

our protector, 
our wellspring of life 

Amen. 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts,                                    
let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 

Forgive us for the ways we act 
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 
We ignore the needs of our neighbors. 
we resist your call to oppose injustice, 

we give in to scarcity and fear; 
we assume the worst about one another. 

Cleanse us from our faults 
and release us from their grasp. 
Show us your loving kindness. 

Restore our hearts and repair your world, 
that we may live in Christ’s ways. 

Amen. 
 

God proclaims these words of assurance: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by name. You are mine.” 
In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the Spirit, you are made free. 
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 

live anew as beloved children of God. 
Amen. 



Gathering Hymn ELW 595 



Greeting The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
Glory to God 
 
 
 

And also with you. 

 

 



 
O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, 

 that where there is hatred,  
we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon,  

and where there is despair, hope.  
Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand,  

and to love in your name, for you live and reign  
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
 
 

                                                    WORD 

 
                  First Reading                                                  The Word of the Lord. 
                  Genesis 45:3-11,15                                         Thanks be to God. 
 
                  Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 
 

 
 
                 Second Reading 
                1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



  Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 

 
Gospel: Luke 6:27-38                                              
                                                The holy gospel according to Luke. 

                                                               Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
                                 The Gospel of the Lord. 
                                Praise to you, o Christ. 
 
 
       
       Sermon                                                               Pastor Kern



 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 482 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 



† Prayers of Intercession 
 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us,                                                                
let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

                             

                          God of grace 
                      Hear our prayer. 

 
 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God,                                                                         
in the sure and certain hope                                                                                            

that your promise is revealed among the people. 
 

Amen.
ace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

 
Ways to Give 

 
Text "give" to (833) 340-0119 
Online at: https://bit.ly/StJohnsDonate 
Mail: 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

4629 Aspen Hill Road Rockville, MD 20853 



 MEAL  
Offertory ELW 292 
 

 

 
                                   



† Offering Prayer 

Let us Pray— 
 

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, 
and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 
Bless what we offer to your service: 
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 
now and always. 
Amen. 

 
Dialogue 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Preface 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:      
  



Holy, Holy, Holy

 



Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 
We praise you for the grace 
shown to your people in every age: 
the promise to Israel, 
the rescue from Egypt, 
the gift of the promised land, 
the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
                 Christ has died. 
                  Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

 



Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
We remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
we await his coming in power 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory 
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.  
 
Join our prayers with those of your servants 
of every time and every place, 
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
All glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
† The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 



Invitation to Communion 
 

The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
Come, eat this meal of gladness. 

         
 
     Lamb of God 
 

 
 
 

Communion Musical Offering 



† Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray— 
 

Nourishing God, 
at this table you have refreshed us 

with holy gifts of food and drink. 
Strengthen us for service, 

and send us out to embody your good news 
of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 

In the name of Christ we pray, 
 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 

 

 
       Blessing 

The Spirit of the triune God 
☩ bless you with joy, 

anoint you with compassion, 
and send you in love. 

 
Amen. 



Sending Hymn | ACS 1062 

 

  Dismissal 
Go in peace. Live in hope.  
Thanks be to God. 
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