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April 17, 2025 Maundy Thursday 

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 



 GATHERING 
Prelude 
Confession & Forgiveness 
Friends in Christ,  
in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle  
against sin, death, and the devil— 
all that keeps us from loving God and each other.  
This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.  
 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin  
and giving the peace of reconciliation.  
 
 

On this night, let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor,  
and enter the celebration of the great Three Days  
reconciled with God and with one another.  
 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin  
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name.  
 
Amen. 
 
 
 



 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved.  
 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
 
Amen. 
 
Laying on of Hands  

In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins.  
Amen. 

 

As you sing, you are welcome to make your way down the center aisle  
for the laying on of hands.  

 



 
Greeting 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

WORD 

First Reading              

A reading from Exodus.                             Exodus 12:1-14
                

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

† Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray— 
 
Holy God, source of all love,  
on the night of his betrayal,  
Jesus gave us a new commandment,  
to love one another as he loves us.  
Write this commandment in our hearts,  
and give us the will to serve others  
as he was the servant of all,  
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
 
Amen. 



 

Psalm 116:1-2,12-19 

Second Reading              

A reading from 1 Corinthians.          1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
 

 
 



 

Gospel Reading       
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
       

                          John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
  

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon              Pastor Kern 



 Hymn of the Day                                                       ELW 358 



 NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
 
Amen. 



 † PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Holy God, we come to you in prayer for the church, your good creation, 
and all who are in need. 

God of Grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 
Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your 

love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 
Amen. 

 
 

While we are not passing a basket to collect offerings these days, St. John’s 
continues to receive with thanksgiving your generous support. Together, we give 

thanks for the offerings we continue to receive.  
 

PEACE  
 

The Peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 

 
WAYS TO GIVE 

 
Text "give" to (833) 340-0119 

 
Online at: https://bit.ly/StJohnsDonate  

 
Mail:  

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
4629 Aspen Hill Road 
Rockville, MD 20853 

https://bit.ly/StJohnsDonate
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† OFFERING PRAYER 

 
Gracious Provider, 

you set your immense treasures among us, 
opening your heart to the world. 

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 
deepen our commitment to sharing those 

treasures with others, 
through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
DIALOGUE 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 
Preface 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 
transforming death into life. 
 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus,  
your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 



  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
 
 
Amen 



 
† THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
 
 Our Father in heaven, 

  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  

AMEN 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 



 
 
DISTRIBUTION   
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
† PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray— 
 
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament 
you strengthen us with the saving power 
of your suffering, death, and resurrection. 
May this sacrament of your body and blood 
so work in us that the fruits of your redemption 
will show forth in the way we live, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



 
 STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

Psalm 88 

Please join in the refrain.  
 

It is an ostinato to be joined in throughout.  
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