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Gathering
Welcome & Announcements

Prelude

*Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose home is heaven and
earth, whose salvation is sure.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own
righteousness. * You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace,
and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.



*Gathering Hymn: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW 249)
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tst’s cry an - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ty life from sin; make  straight the
3 We hail you as our Sav - ior, Lord, our ref - uge
4 Stretch forth your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 Al praise to you, e - ter - nal Son, whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is  nigh; a - wake and heark - en,
way for God with - 1n, and let us all our
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flow’rs that with - er  and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621



*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*Candlelighting Hymn: Creator of the Stars of Night (ELW 245, v 2&5)
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1 Cre - a - tor of the stars of night, your peo - ple’s ev - er -
2 When this old world drew on toward night, you came; but not in
3 At your great name, O Je - sus, now all knees must bend, all
4 Come in your ho - ly might, we pray, re -deem us for e -
5 To God the Fa - ther, God the Son, and God the Spir - it,
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last - ing light, O Christ, re - deem - er of us all,
splen - dor bright, not  as a mon-arch, but the child
hearts must bow: all things on earth with one ac - cord,
ter - nal day; de - fend wus while we dwell be - low
Three in One, praise, hon - or, might, and glo - ry be
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we pray you hear us when we call.
of Mar -y, bless - ed moth - er mild.
like those in heav’'n, shall call you Lord.
from all as - saults of  our dread foe.
from age to age e - ter - nal - ly. A - men.

*Prayer of the Day

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Word



First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the Lorp shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Loro.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lorb.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see
or decide by what his ears hear,
4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor
and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lorp
as the waters cover the sea.



10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be
glorious.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
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let there be an a - bun - dance of peace.
Psalm 72:7

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

1 Give the king your jus- | tice, O God,
and your righteousness to | the king’s son;
2that he may rule your | people righteously
and the | poor with justice;
3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people,
and the | hills, in righteousness.
4 Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R.



5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
from one generation | to another.
6 Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field,
like showers that wa- | ter the earth.
7In his time may the | righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.
18 Blessed are you, Lorp God, the | God of Israel;
you alone do | wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be your glorious | hame forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen. R.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13

4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might
have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for
the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the
promises given to the ancestors 9and that the gentiles might glorify God for
his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles
and sing praises to your name”;
10and again he says,
“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
11and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
12and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the gentiles;



in him the gentiles shall hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Matthew3:1-12

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2"“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.” ”

4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist,
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and
all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were
baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.




7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from
the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9and do not
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does
not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 "I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming
after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in
his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into
the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day:

Let Streams of Living Justice
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peacethat will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’sbuilt to mu - sic; we  are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny is lan - guage; we  are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead -ing, the work - ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth - er; knitour lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find In ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seek for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us ll our thread of life is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our  home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er - ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow’r;
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church and world in one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
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a bol - ish an-cient

your  truth—the heart of

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874—-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or v:

ven - geance: pro
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strang - er; your

alid license from copyright administrator.

claim your peo-ple’s hour.
dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.

Cru - ci - fied.



*Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.”

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*

Prayers
...hear us O God.

Your mercy is great.

*Peace

Musical Offering




*Offering Hymn
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with your pres-ence, Lord. Feed us with the feast to come.

*Offering Prayer

*Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.




*Sanctus
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est.Bless'dis he whocomes,who comes. In the name of the Lord.

*Eucharistic Prayer

*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



Lamb of God
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Andgrant to  us your good peace, O ho-1ly lamb of God.
Communion Distribution
*Post-communion prayer
Sending

*Blessing
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you,

God the Son save you,
and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.

The holy Trinity bless you +

and grant you a faithful and courageous heart
now and forever.

C: Amen.



*Sending hymn: Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264)
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings 1is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly Kking - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
ﬁﬁ:ﬁ — e » Z F e )
an s T
| | | '
0 4
- 1 | ;
(r I ~ I P { i 4' P! jl g
% y | 2
*‘” 19:' ;- r i‘ ~—

Let ev - vy hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore  him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His  rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore -told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No moreshall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
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Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin, Augsburg Fortress,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Christ is coming soon.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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