Fourth Sunday of Epiphany




Gathering
Welcome & Announcements

Prelude

*Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us
completely.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away,... the gift of peace.
Amen.



*Gathering Hymn: As we gather

There no more will
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Tum our wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help  us know, O God, your pres-ence; let  our hearts and  minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is  strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;

en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho - ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - t'ry known.
may we still  be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saints and an-gels to re - peat the  sound-ing joy.
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*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur- pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

*Prayer of the Day
P: Holy God...and Lord.
C: Amen.




Word
First Reading:Micah 6:1-8

1 Hear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,

for the Lord has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

3“0 my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
50 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab
devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

6 “With what shall I come before the Lord
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall T give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,



and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 15 (spoken responsively)

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?

2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is
right, who speak the truth from their heart;

3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to
their friends; they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

4 1In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they
honor those who fear the Lord. They have sworn upon
their health and do not take back their word.

5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they
take bribes against the innocent. Those who do these things
shall never be overthrown.



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power
of God. 19 For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish
the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those
who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God'’s foolishness is wiser
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than
human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many
of you were wise by human standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose
what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to
abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the
presence of God. 301In contrast, God is why you are in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord.”



The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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Let it burn like fire with-in wus; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and
after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began
to speak and taught them, saying:

3" Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

4" Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted.

5"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6 “"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.




10"Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.”

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day

: Jesus calls us
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1 Je - sus calls us; o'er the tu - mult of our
2 As of old Saint An - drew  heard it by the
3 Je - sus calls us from the wor - ship of the
4 In our Jjoys and in  our SOr - TOWS, days of
5 Je - sus calls us! By your mer - Cy, Sav - ior,
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life’s wild, rest - less  sea, day by day his clear voice
Gal - 1 - le - an lake, turned from home  and toll and
vain world’s gold - en  store, from each i - dol that would
toil and hours of ease, still  he calls, n cares and
may we  hear your call, give our hearts to your o -
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sound - ing, say - ing, “Chris - tian, fol - low me”:
kin - dred, leav - ing all for Je - sug’ sake.
keep us, say - ing, “Chris - tian, love me more.”
plea - sures, “Chris- tian, love me more than these.”
be - dience, serve and love you best of all.
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*Affirmation of Baptism by the Assembly

*Creed

P: Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Affirmation by the Assembly
P: ... in all the earth?
C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.




P: ...in your life in Christ?
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

P: Let us pray... now and forever.
C: Amen.

*Prayers
...Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

*Peace

Musical Offering

*QOffering Prayer

*Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

NTOTOT



*Sanctus
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.
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*Eucharistic Prayer

*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.



Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Communion Distribution

*Post-communion praver

Sending

*Blessing

*Sending hymn: To be your presence (see next page)

*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
C: Thanks be to God.




To Be Your Presence
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1 To be your pres-ence is our mis - sion here, to show com -
2 To be your pres-ence is our mis - sion bold, to feed the
3 To be your pres-ence 1s our mis - sion blest, to speak for
4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, to serve your
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pas-sion’s face and lis - t'ning ear, to be your heart of mer - cy
poor and shel-ter home-less cold, to be your hands of jus - tice,
all the bro-ken and op - pressed, to be your voice of hope, your
peo - ple is our call and choice, and in this mis -sion we, the
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ev - er near,
right —up - hold, al - le - lu - ia!
love ex - pressed, ’
church, re - joice,

Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939
Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. §00.442.3358.
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