First Sunday of Lent

g\k

\J
(]
g
(4

&»

E

W

S8

oA

’b‘
@

B February 22, 2026
ST, JOHN"S W)

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
e -4 20853 a Reconciling i'.1 Christ
a,: X Evangellcal Lu’rherang Congregation
%% Churchin America

God's work. Our hands.
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Gathering
Welcome & Announcements

Prelude

*Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who writes the law
on our hearts, who draws all people together through Jesus.
Amen.

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of
God and of one another.

Holy God,

we confess that we are caught in snares of sin
and cannot break free.

We hoard resources while our neighbors

are hungry and cold.

We speak in ways that silence others.

We are silent when we should speak up.

We keep score in our hearts.

We let hurts grow into hatred.

For all these things and for sins only you know,
forgive us, Lord.

Amen.

Here is a flood of grace:

Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us,
breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs,
and restores the promise of life through * Jesus Christ.
Amen.



*Gathering Hymn: As your Spirit in the desert
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1 As your Spir - it in the des - ert led the Christ to
2 As your fire and cloud - y pil - lar Is - rael’s tribes to
3 Though wild beasts may lurk in shad - ow, and dire thirst may
4 Through the nar - row gate now draw us, past all em - pire’s
5 God of des - ert, God of prom-ise, you have bid us
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dust and stone, so in - still our hearts with cour - age now to
Ca - naan led, may your pres-ence be our com - fort, may your
sear and sting, you have prom-ised liv - ing wa - ters wait - ing
pull and strife, where be - yond our fear and cling - ing stands the
jour-ney  on through the days of dust and dark-ness to the
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cross where Christ has gone. Let us cross in - to the
man - na be our bread. Let us cross in - to the
for us at the spring. Let us cross out of the
thresh - old of new life. Let us cross out of the
ris - ing of  the dawn. Let us cross out of the
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wil - der - ness so to walk where Christ has  gone.
wil - der - ness with God’s man - na as our bread.
wil - der - ness to the wa - ters of the  spring.
wil - der - ness to the thresh - old of new life.
wil - der - ness to the ris - ing of the  dawn.
*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*Kyrie (see next page)
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In  peace, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this ho-ly house, and for all who of - fer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.




*Prayer of the Day

Word

First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

15The Lorp God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And the Loro God commanded
the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden,

17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild
animal that the Lorp God had made. He said to the woman,
“"Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the
garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of
the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ” 4 But the
serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, 5for God knows
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight
to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to
her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes
of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked,
and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for
themselves.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 32
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Mer-cy em - brac - es  those who trust in the LoORD.

Psalm 32:10
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

1 Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven,
and whose sin is | put away!
2 Happy are they to whom the Lorp im- | putes no
guilt,
and in whose spirit there | is no guile!
3 While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,
because of my groaning | all day long.
4 For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of
summer. R
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- |
ceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lorp.”
Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin.
6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to
you in | time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they | shall not
reach them.
7You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.
8 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that |
you should go;
I will guide you | with my eye. R



9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no |
understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will |
not stay near you.”
10 Great are the tribulations | of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust | in the Lorp.
11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the Lorbp;
shout for joy, all who are | true of heart. R

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and
death came through sin, and so death spread to all because
all have sinned 13 for sin was indeed in the world before the
law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did
not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the one
who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many
died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have
the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man,
Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16 And the gift is not
like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift
following many trespasses brings justification. 17 If, because
of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one,
much more surely will those who receive the abundance of
grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the
one man, Jesus Christ.




18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to
condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads
to justification and life for all. 19 For just as through the one
man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so through
the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Glo - ry and praise to you, O Lord Je - sus Christ.
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Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11

1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and forty nights,
and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said



to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to
become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, "It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him
on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are
the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord
your God to the test.””
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory,
9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall
down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “"Away
with you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.””
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and
waited on him.

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day: When we are tested

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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1 When we are test - ed and wres - tle a - lone,
2 When in the des - ert we cry for re - lief,

3 When we  are tempt - ed to bar - ter our souls,
4 When we  have strug - gled and searched throughthe  night,
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fam - ished for bread when  the world of - fers stone,
plead - ing for paths marked by cer - tain be - lief,
trad - ing  the truth  for the pow’r to con - trol,
sort - ing and sift - ing the wrong from the right,
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nour-ish  us, God, by your word and your way,
lift us to love you be - yond sign and test,
teach us to wor - ship and praise on - ly you,
Sav - ior, sur - round us with cir - cles of care,
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food that sus - tains us by night and by day.
trust - ing  your pres - ence, our on - ly ftrue rest.
seek - ing  your will in the work that we do.
an - gels of heal - ing, of hope, and  of prayer.

*Creed




was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers
... Hear us, O God,

C: Your mercy is great

*Peace

Musical Offering

*QOffering Prayer

*Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.




P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Sanctus
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Ho - san - na in the  high -  est.
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Bless - ed 1s he who comes i the name  of the Lord
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Ho - san - na in the  high - est

*Eucharistic Prayer




*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Communion Distribution

*Post-communion prayer

Sending
*Blessing

*Sending hymn: (see next page)
*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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it’s on you, too; it says he lovesme, and he loves you, too!
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been there,too. God’s love has touchedme and will car-ry me through.
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1  want to be the kind of per-son

Text: Kenneth D. Larkin
Music: WET SAINTS, Edward V. Bonnemére, 1921-1996
Text and music © 1994 Amity Music. admin. Augsburg Lortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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