AN

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

July 26, 2026

N
ST, JOHN’S

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
4629 Aspen Hill Road, Rockville, Maryland 20853
30 1-846-5458  www.stjohnsrockville.org

a Reconciling in Christ

AR Evangelical Lutheran Congregation
§|%¥ Churchin America

God's work. Our hands.



*Gathering

*Welcome & Announcements

*Prelude

* Confession & Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



*Gathering Hymn ELW 533

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

let

my soul, where it
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word stll o’er

is
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, 1 come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise 1s glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seced 1s  du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’n on earth must be.

plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,

me shine

may I un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, Ilet it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all 1 hear may be fruit - ful un -to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672—1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650—1680




*Greeting

P: The grace ... with you all.
C: And also with you.

*Hymn of Praise ELW 875

Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!
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Praise, praise, praise the Lord! Praise God’s ho - ly name. Al - le-lu - ia!
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Praise, praise, praise the Lord! Praise God’s ho - ly name. Al - le-lu - ia!
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Praise God’s ho - ly name. Al - le-lu - 1a! Praise God’s ho - ly name. Al -le-lu-ia!
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Praise God’s ho - ly name. Al -le-lu - ia! Praise God’s ho - ly name. Al - le-1u - 1a!

Text: Cameroon traditional, collected by Elaine Hanson
Music: CAMEROON PRAISE, Cameroon processional; amr. Ralph M. Johnson

Text and music © 1994 earthsongs. Used by permission.



T Prayer of the Day

*Word

* First Reading:
1 Kings 3:5-12

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Psalm 119:129-136

129Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore | obey them with | all my heart.

130 When your word is opened ! it gives light;
it gives understanding ! to the simple.

1311 open my | mouth and pant
because | long for | your commandments.

32Turn to me and be gra- ! cious to me,
as you always do to those who ! love your name.

133 Order my footsteps ! in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion ! over me.

134 Rescue me from those | who oppress me,
and | will keep | your commandments.

1351 et your face shine up- ! on your servant
and teach | me your statutes.

136 My eyes shed | streams of tears,
because people do not | keep your teaching.

* Second Reading:
Romans 8:26-39

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



* Gospel Acclamation ELW 175
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al -le - 1lu - ia.
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Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a.
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: “Alleluia 7.” Jacques Berthier, 1923—-1994, and the Taizé Community
Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*Gospel:

The holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

*Sermon



*Hymn of the Day

Jesus, Priceless Treasure

ELW 775
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1 Je - sus, price-less trea - sure, source of pur - est plea - sure,
2 In thine arm I  rest me; foes who would mo - lest me
3 Hence, all fears and sad - ness, for the Lord of glad - ness,
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tru - est friend to me: ah, how long I've pant - ed, and my heart has
can-not reach me here. Though the earth be shak - ing, ev - 'ry heart be
Je - sus, en - ters in. God, who dear-ly loves us, from all tri - al
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quak - ing,
saves

faint - ed, thirst-ing, Lord, for thee! Thine

spot - less Lamb;
Je - sus calms my fear. Light- mngs ﬂash and thun - ders crash;

us, glVGS sweet peace with-in.

1 have borne this world - ly scorn;
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no - thing in this world can hide thee, naught I ask be-side thee.
yet, though sin and hell as - sail me, Je - sus will not fail me.
still in thee lies pur - est plea - sure: Je - sus, price-less trea - sure!
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Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Musie: JESU, MEINE FREUDE, Johann Criiger, 1 398-1662; arr. hymnal version

Arr. @ 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission ot valid license from copyright administrator.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.”

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers

... God of Grace,
C: hear our prayer.

*Peace

*Meal



*Qffertory ELW 523, refrain x2
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Let us go now to the ban - quet, to the
[Q : . i | L — : frm— 'nF
L) S L — A ——
J T T | [ E
me - sa de la crea - cion; ca-da cual con su la - bu
fecast of the uw - m - verse. The ta-ble’s sct  and a placc s
n z | K 1] |
o S R L ’ {
I | 7=
J ' !
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wail - ing; come, ev -ty - one, with your gifts 1o share.

*Qffering Prayer

*Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right... join their unending hymn:




*Sanctus ELW 473
Holy, Holy, Holy

Santo, santo, santo
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San - to, san - lo, san - fo, mi co - ra-0n tea - do - ra.
Ho - 1y, ho - 1y, ho -1y, my  heart, my heart a - dores you.
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Mi co - ra-0n te sa - be de-cir: San - toeres Se - for.
My  heart is glad to say the words: You are ho - ly, God.
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Text: Argentine traditional
Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, Argentine traditional

*Eucharistic Prayer

*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever.

Amen.



* Lamb of God

ELW 486

God Extends an Invitation
Nuestro Padre nos invita
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gath-er in thanks-giv-ing and we of - fer all our liv-ing. Here the
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sies la co - mu - nidn; pues a - sies la co - mu - nion.
feast of life  is spread; here the feast of life is  spread.



*Communion Hymn

We Eat the Bread of Teaching

ELW 518
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We cat the bread of  teach-ing, drink wine of wis - dom, are
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1 Wis -dom  calls through-out the «cit - knows our
2 Sim - ple ones whose hearts are yearn - ing, come and
3 En - ter with de - light and sing - ing, for  her
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ta - tion to the ban - quet of sal - va - tion.
par - ing, know her lov - ing in the shar - ing.
bra - tion; eat and drink in ju-bi - la - ton.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997

Music: WISDOM'S FEAST, Jerry Ray Brubaker, b. 1946
Text and music @ 1998 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, TL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*Post-communion prayer

*Sending

*Blessing




*Sending hymn:
Every Time I Feel the Spirit

ACS 942

Refrain
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Ev - 'ry time [ feel the  spir - it mov - ing
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in my heart, I will pray. Ev-'ry time I feel the
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spir - it mov - ing in my heart, I will  pray.
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I Up-on the moun - (ain my Lord spoke,
2 All a - round me looked so fine,
3 Jor - dan riv. - er, chilly and cold,
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out of his mouth came fire and smoke.
asked . . . . my Lord if all was mine.
chills the bod - y but not the soul.
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: PENTECOST. African American spiritual




* Dismissal

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

*Postlude

Sundays and Seasons (liturgical elements from Augsburg Fortress)
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2036 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS022315.

Hymns reprinted with permission under OnelLicense - A-713927 CCLI -
435131 All rights reserved.



